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WELCOME JULY 
 
Summer has officially arrived! I hope you’re able to take 
some well-deserved time this season to relax, reconnect 
with friends and loved ones, and enjoy the beautiful 
weather. 
 
Summer is also one of the busiest times of year in 
Halifax, with residents and visitors alike taking part in 
festivals, community celebrations, and waterfront 
events. The recent SailGP races showcased our harbour 
on the world stage and brought incredible energy to the 
city, marking the start of another exciting summer event 
season. 
 
Make sure to keep children and pets safe by being 
mindful of the humidity and UV index. Our outdoor 
beaches, splashpads and pools are open – you can find 
out more about where to cool off in your neighbourhood 
here. 
 
As always, please reach out with any of your municipal 
questions or concerns. I’m always happy to hear from 
you! 

 

BIENVENUE EN JUILLET 
L’été est officiellement arrivé. J’espère que, cette saison, 
vous pourrez prendre un peu de temps bien mérité pour 
vous détendre, renouer avec vos amis et vos proches, et 
profiter du beau temps. 
 
L’été est également l'une des périodes les plus occupées 
de l'année à Halifax, les résidents et les visiteurs 
participent aux festivals, aux célébrations 
communautaires et aux événements en bord de mer. Les 
récentes courses SailGP ont mis en valeur notre port sur 
la scène mondiale et ont apporté une énergie incroyable 
à la ville, marquant le début d’une autre saison estivale 
d’événements passionnants. 
 
Assurez-vous de protéger les enfants et les animaux 
domestiques en tenant compte de l’humidité et de 
l’indice UV. Nos plages extérieures, pataugeoires et 
piscines sont ouvertes – pour en savoir plus sur les 
endroits où se rafraîchir dans votre quartier, cliquez sur 
ce lien. 
 
Comme toujours, n’hésitez pas à communiquer avec moi 
pour toute question ou préoccupation municipale. C’est 
toujours un plaisir de vous entendre! 

https://www.halifax.ca/parks-recreation/programs-activities/swimming/supervised-beaches-outdoor-pools-splash-pads
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.halifax.ca%2Fparks-recreation%2Fprograms-activities%2Fswimming%2Fsupervised-beaches-outdoor-pools-splash-pads&data=05%7C02%7Csmithem%40halifax.ca%7C4f9106336d704dcca33c08ded6a6c34c%7C05b7e7d6b71b47da93efaac7223f89e5%7C0%7C0%7C639184208892486773%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gH0AwBTOMql5mSPzR22d%2FXpeHzyic8RQZjFtey3I1SU%3D&reserved=0
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CANOE ’26 – EVENT AND MUNICIPAL 
SERVICE IMPACTS 

The 2026 ICF Masters 
Canoe Sprint World 
Championships and 
ICF Junior & U23 
Canoe Sprint World 
Championships 
(Canoe ’26) are on 
now until July 5 at 
Lake Banook. The 
competition is a 

chance to see some of the best canoe champions in the 
world in our own backyards. 
 
As we encourage spectators to come out to the races, 
local residents should be aware that there will be some 
municipal service changes during this event. Park 
closures, solid waste collection, road closures and transit 
routes will be impacted during this time with service 
delivery details listed on our website. 
 
Residents can also visit the Halifax Transit page for up-to-
date schedule and stop changes here. 
 
For more information on Canoe ’26, visit their website 

 

 
Checking out Sail GP! 

2026 PRIDE PARADE 
 
The 2026 Halifax Pride 
Parade will take place 
on Saturday, July 18 at 
12:00 p.m. The parade 
will begin at Cogswell 
Street/North Park Street 
and end on Ahern 
Avenue. For more 
information, please visit 
their website. 

 
WEEKLY GREEN BIN COLLECTION 
 
Weekly green cart 
collection is back and 
will run until October 2, 
2026, to support 
residents during the 
warmer months. This 
enhanced service is 
designed to manage 
increased organic waste, 
reduce odour and limit 
wildlife attractions in summer months. 
 
Simple steps - like wrapping food waste, using paper 
liners, and storing carts in shaded areas - can help keep 
green carts clean and reduce odours as well.  
 
Residents are asked to place materials curbside before 7 
a.m. on collection day and ensure all items are securely 
contained. You can find customized collection schedules 
for your community using the Halifax Recycles app or on 
the website. 

 
 

https://www.halifax.ca/transportation/halifax-transit/service-disruptions
https://www.canoehalifax.com/
https://www.halifaxpride.com/parade
https://www.halifax.ca/home-property/garbage-recycling-green-cart
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DARTMOUTH SUNSHINE SERIES 
 

The Dartmouth Sunshine 
Series is back this year 
with a free concert and 
entertainment series 
running all summer long. 
 
The Dartmouth Sunshine 
Series features more 
than 20 free, family-
friendly community 

concerts and events at the Dartmouth Ferry Terminal 
Park and Sullivan’s Pond Park. Events run until 
September 12. 
 
The series offers a diverse mix of sounds, including 
urban, gospel, classic rock, folk and acoustic, while 
children’s and youth entertainment includes the Kiwanis 
Mother Goose Festival, the Halifax Buskers Festival, 
Natal Day Family Day and multicultural celebrations. 
Events are free and tickets are not required. 
 
Residents are encouraged to use active transportation to 
attend, including Halifax Transit, bike lanes or walking. 
Visit our website for the full Dartmouth Sunshine Series 
schedule, times and artist lineup.

 

 
I was honoured to participate in the D Day Parade at 
Somme Branch No. 31 Legion 

REMEMBERING PATSY PAUL-MARTIN 

 
We were very saddened to learn of the passing of a true 
friend and leader in our community last month. Patsy 
Paul-Martin was an inspiring and thoughtful contributor 
to our opening and closing ceremonies last summer. She 
was a life-long learner and teacher. She was deeply 
committed to promoting and preserving Mi'kmaw 
language, and culture. We thank her for her support of 
our sport and community. We are keeping her husband 
Barry, her four children, and grandchildren in our 
thoughts. 

 
HALIFACT HOME ENERGY UPGRADE 
PROGRAM 
Registration is open for the HalifACT Home Energy 
Upgrade (HHEU) program. The HHEU program is 
designed to help homeowners cut their energy use while 
improving home comfort and lowering energy costs.  
 
Under the HHEU program, eligible homeowners can 
receive financing for heat pumps, insulation and electric 
water heaters at an interest rate of 4.75 per cent over 10 
years.  
 
Homeowners can also receive expert support from a 
program navigator who is available to answer questions 
on home energy upgrade projects and provide guidance 
through the stages of the program. To learn more about 
the program and to check your eligibility, start your 
journey by visiting our website for more information.  

https://www.halifax.ca/parks-recreation/events/dartmouth-festival-series
https://www.halifax.ca/about-halifax/environment-climate-change/halifact-energy-upgrade
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AFFORDABLE ACCESS TRANSIT PASS 
ENROLMENT 
 
The Affordable 
Access Transit Pass 
program is now 
accepting 
applications. The 
Affordable Access 
Transit Pass allows 
approved applicants 
to purchase adult 
Halifax Transit 
monthly passes for 50 per cent off the regular price for 
one year.  
 
Starting with the 2026/27 program year, eligibility will 
include a household income of less than $59,000.  
 
If approved, you can choose to buy your monthly pass:  
 
• in person at a municipal Customer Service Centre, or  
• on HFXGO, Halifax Transit’s mobile fare payment app  
Applications are now open and will continue to be 
accepted all year.  
 
This program is part of the Affordable Access Program. 
To learn more about this and other supports, visit our 
website. 

 
 
 
 
Greek 
Fest 
2026 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SUMMER WATER TESTING 
 
The municipality will begin regular water quality testing 
for bacteria and monitoring for blue-green algae at all 
supervised beaches on July 1 through Aug. 31. 
 
Bacteria levels can be affected by factors such as wildlife, 
pets, heavy rainfall and climate-related conditions. If 
elevated bacteria levels or potential blue-green algae 
blooms are detected, advisories or closures may be put 
in place. Beaches will reopen once testing confirms 
conditions meet Health Canada swimming guidelines and 
any blue-green algae risk has passed. 
 
For more information, visit our website. 

 

https://www.halifax.ca/about-halifax/affordable-access-program/about-affordable-access-program
https://www.halifax.ca/parks-recreation/programs-activities/swimming/supervised-beaches-outdoor-pools-splash-pads
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POOLS AND BEACHES OPEN FOR SUMMER  
 

Get outside this summer and 
enjoy some of the many pools 
and beaches in the 
municipality.  
 
The Bedford and Cole Harbour 
outdoor pools, as well as all 
supervised municipal beaches 

opened for the season on Wednesday, July 1. A full list of 
supervised beaches can be found on our website. 
 
Swim passes for the Bedford and Cole Harbour outdoor 
pools can be purchased online. Memberships for the 
Bedford Outdoor Pool can also be purchased in-person at 
the LeBrun Recreation Centre. Memberships for the Cole 
Harbour Outdoor Pool can be purchased in-person at the 
Cole Harbour Recreation Centre.  
The Halifax Common pool, as well as municipal splash 
pads, opened on Monday, June 15. Please note these 
facilities will now have extended hours of operations for 
the summer. Get out there and have some fun!  

 
 
 
 
I had a blast reading 
to Madame Julia’s 
primary/one class at 
Shannon Park 
Elementary School 

 
 
 
 

  

RESPONSIBLE DOG OWNERSHIP 
REMINDERS 

The municipality is 
reminding dog owners of 
the important 
requirements under 
By-Law A-700, Respecting 
Animals and Responsible 
Pet Ownership, to help 
keep our parks, 
neighbourhoods and 
public spaces safe for 
both people and pets.  
 

Following responsible dog ownership practices include 
obtaining proper licenses for your pet, following posted 
signage for leash requirements, picking up after your dog 
and preventing your pet from harming others.  
 
Violations of the by-law may result in a warning, a 
Summary Offence Ticket starting at $237.50, 
prosecution, or seizure of the dog by Animal Services.  
If there is an issue with a dog in your neighbourhood, 
speaking with the owner is often the most effective first 
step. If the problem continues, residents can contact 311 
to register a complaint.  
 
We encourage all dog owners to help maintain safe, 
respectful and enjoyable shared spaces for everyone. For 
more information, please visit our website.  

 
PACK IN AND PACK OUT 
 
When enjoying our beautiful parks, trails, and beaches, 
remember to pack-in and pack-out. That means bringing 
everything you need and taking it all with you when you 
leave. Keeping our shared spaces clean helps protect 
nature and ensures everyone can enjoy them. Let’s all do 
our part to keep Halifax green and clean.  

 

https://www.halifax.ca/parks-recreation/programs-activities/swimming/supervised-beaches-outdoor-pools-splash-pads
https://www.halifax.ca/parks-recreation/programs-activities/recreation-activities
https://www.halifax.ca/home-property/animal-services/dog-ownership
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Another great Canada Day! 

 
FEDERATION OF CANADIAN 
MUNICIPALITIES CONFERENCE 
The Halifax Regional Municipality has been selected to 
host the Federation of Canadian Municipalities’ (FCM) 
2027 Annual Conference and Trade Show next June.  
 
This is the largest national gathering of municipal 
leaders, and 2027 will mark the first time the event has 
returned to our region since 2018. The conference is 
expected to bring approximately 2,000 delegates, 500 
accompanying guests and more than 600 exhibitor staff 
from across the country. 
 
Hosting FCM provides an opportunity for municipal 
leaders to learn from one another, hear from 
subject-matter experts and take part in local tours that 
highlight innovative approaches to community 
challenges. It also brings significant economic benefits to 
our region, with an estimated $3 million to $5 million in 
direct spending that will support local businesses, 
tourism operators and the hospitality sector. 
 
More details about the 2027 conference program will be 
shared in the months ahead as planning continues. To 
learn more about FCM, please visit their website.  

APPOINTMENT OF NEW FIRE CHIEF 
 
After a nationwide 
search, we are pleased 
to welcome Deryn Rizzi 
as the new Chief of 
Halifax Regional Fire & 
Emergency. She will 
begin her role on Aug. 
17. 
 
Chief Rizzi brings extensive experience in fire and 
emergency leadership, along with a strong commitment 
to firefighter safety, training and community service. As 
our region continues to grow, her leadership will help 
support HRFE’s ongoing work to keep residents safe. 
 
HRFE is Canada’s oldest fire department, serving more 
than 500,000 residents with 51 stations and over 1,000 
career and volunteer firefighters. 
 
Chief Rizzi has been recognized nationally for her 
contributions to public service and holds advanced 
degrees in disaster and emergency management, along 
with executive training from leading business schools. 
 
We look forward to welcoming her to the municipality 
later this summer. For the full news release and 
biography of the new chief, visit our website. 

 
PROTECT YOURSELF DURING TICK SEASON 
Tick season has begun - As temperatures rise, ticks 
become more active.  
 
Nova Scotia is home to several kinds of ticks, but only 
blacklegged tick bites can cause illnesses like Lyme 
disease, Anaplasmosis, Babesiosis and Powassan virus.  
 
Reduce your risk of getting a tick-borne illnesses by 
educating yourself, staying safe and performing tick 
checks after being outdoors. Learn more here.  

https://fcm.ca/en
https://www.halifax.ca/home/news/news-release-halifax-regional-municipality-welcomes-deryn-rizzi-incoming-chief-halifax
https://novascotia.ca/ticksafety/
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National Indigenous Peoples Day flag raising 

 
NEW PLAN APPROVED TO IMPROVE 
RECREATION PROGRAMS FOR SENIORS 
 

Regional Council has 
approved the Seniors 
Recreation Services 
Plan 2026–2030, a 
five-year plan that 
will guide recreation 

programs and services for residents aged 60 and older. 
The plan will help Parks & Recreation improve and 
expand services for seniors across the municipality. 
 
The plan responds to a growing and changing senior 
population and was developed with guidance from the 
Seniors Recreation Advisory Group. More than 2,200 
seniors and numerous community groups contributed 
input, identifying challenges such as limited program 
options, social isolation, accessibility barriers, 
transportation and affordability. 
 

The plan focuses on strengthening social connections, 
offering more inclusive and flexible programs, improving 
affordability, building internal capacity and enhancing 
communication. These actions aim to help seniors stay 
active, connected and engaged in their communities, 
with improved access to recreation opportunities in both 
urban and rural areas. 
 
For more information, read the staff report as the 
program progresses.

 
INTEGRATED MOBILITY PLAN – 2026 
ACTION PLAN UPDATE 
 

Halifax Regional 
Municipality has 
updated its 
Integrated Mobility 
Plan (IMP) to help 
address the 
transportation needs 
of our growing 
community. The plan 
guides investments 
in safe, affordable 

and connected transportation options, with a focus on 
moving people efficiently. 
 
The 2026 update builds on significant progress since the 
plan was launched in 2017 and introduces a new Equity 
pillar to help ensure transportation improvements 
benefit all residents. Key priorities include expanding 
transit, completing bike and sidewalk networks, 
improving traffic flow through technology, and 
strengthening regional collaboration. 
 
Learn more about the IMP and the 2026 Action Update.  
 

 
 

https://pub-halifax.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=5476
https://www.halifax.ca/about-halifax/regional-community-planning/transportation-planning
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LAWN MOWING 
It’s grass cutting season! If 
you see areas that require 
attention, please contact 311 
or email 
contactus@311.halifax.ca 
with the closest civic address. 
 
As we move into the growing 

season, residents are reminded that they are responsible 
for mowing grass on their property, including the strip 
between the sidewalk and the road (the right of way).  
While the municipality previously maintained some of 
these areas, property owners are now responsible. 
 
Under the Streets By-law (S-300), all property owners, 
including landlords and owners of residential and 
commercial properties must keep grass trimmed to a 
reasonable height of about six inches. The municipality 
does not mow private or commercial properties, but 
does maintain parks, sports fields, school properties, and 
some medians, with mowing schedules varying by 
location and conditions. 
 
If a complaint is received about long grass, a Compliance 
Officer will inspect the site. If the property is in violation, 
an Order will be issued. If the work is not completed, the 
municipality may arrange for it to be done, with costs 
billed back to the property owner and applied as a lien. 
 
Municipally maintained sites are cut on set schedules 
depending on use. Weather and seasonal growth, 
particularly in late spring, can make recently maintained 
areas appear overgrown. During periods of rapid growth, 
additional mowing may occur, but timing can vary based 
on conditions. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let’s go 
Canada! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://cdn.halifax.ca/sites/default/files/documents/city-hall/legislation-by-laws/By-LawS-300.pdf
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UPCOMING REGIONAL COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 
There is one Regional Council meeting scheduled for July. 
Regional Council meetings are held on Tuesdays: 
 

- July 14 
 

Check out the full schedule of upcoming meetings – 
including committees here. Meeting agendas (including 
the specific start time of 10 a.m. or 1 p.m.) and a link to 
watch the video are generally available by the Friday 
prior to the meeting. Reports on the items that 
councillors vote on are available and are linked 
throughout the meeting agenda. 

 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL SCHEDULE AND 
AGENDA  
 
The Harbour East – Marine Drive Community Council 
normally meets on the first Thursday of each month, at 6 
p.m. in the HEMDCC Meeting Space, Main Floor Alderney 
Gate, 60 Alderney Drive, Dartmouth. Meeting dates, time 
and location are subject to change. You can find agendas, 
report, and minutes online.   
 
The HEMDCC webcast will be live on HRM’s YouTube 
channel and agenda postings. Stay tuned for the video 
link to be shared closer to the next HEMDCC meeting, 
scheduled for Thursday, August 13. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 
The Halifax Regional Municipality is located in Mi’kma’ki, 
the ancestral and traditional lands of the Mi’Kmaq 
people. The municipality acknowledges the Peace and 
Friendship Treaties signed in this territory and recognizes 
that we are all Treaty People. 

We also acknowledge the histories and legacies of the 
African Nova Scotian people and communities that have 
been here for more than 400 years. 

The Acadians founded the first permanent settlement in 
North America on this land that would later become 
Nova Scotia. The Acadian people have contributed to the 
economic, cultural and social vitality of our province for 
more than 400 years. We recognize that the identity of 
the Acadian people is defined by its history, its language, 
its culture, its customs. 

 
COUNCILLOR TONY MANCINI  
DISTRICT 6  
DARTMOUTH EAST - BURNSIDE 
(902)–292-4823 
Tony.Mancini@halifax.ca  
PO BOX 1749 
HALIFAX, NS B3J 3A5 
www.halifax.ca 

Currently serving on: 
Harbour East Marine Drive Community Council 
Regional Centre Community Council 
Board of Police Commissioners 
Environment & Sustainability Standing Committee 
Executive Standing Committee 
Halifax Regional Library Board 
Shubenacadie Canal Commission 
Woodlawn High School Advisory Committee 

https://www.halifax.ca/city-hall/agendas-meetings-reports
https://www.halifax.ca/city-hall/agendas-meetings-reports?category=141
https://www.youtube.com/@HalifaxRegionalMunicipality
https://www.youtube.com/@HalifaxRegionalMunicipality
https://www.halifax.ca/city-hall/agendas-meetings-reports
mailto:Tony.Mancini@halifax.ca
http://www.halifax.ca/

