COUNCILLOR VIRGINIA HINCH
DISTRICT 8 NEWSLETTER
HALIFAX PENINSULA NORTH

WELCOME JULY

Happy Summer! | hope you're taking some time
to enjoy the nice weather with friends and
family. Municipal beaches and pools are open
for the season for residents to enjoy and cool off
from the summer heat.

Halifax comes alive in the summer with lots of
Municipal events taking place. To find a
complete list of events taking place across the
municipality check out our website.

Keep reading to find out more about
opportunities for Capital Funding in District 8,
changes to downtown parking, and weekly
green bin collection.

If you have any questions regarding a municipal
program or service, please contact me at 902-
237-8373 or virginia.hinch@halifax.ca
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JULY MEETING DATES

Regional Council:
Tuesday, July 14 at 10 a.m.

Meeting dates/times are subject to change,
please confirm on our municipal website.
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Stay Informed, Stay Connected

Get the latest updates from
Councillor Virginia Hinch

Email richark@halifax.ca to subscribe to

my monthly e-newsletter

E

Page 1


https://www.halifax.ca/parks-recreation/events/attend
mailto:virginia.hinch@halifax.ca
https://www.halifax.ca/home/events-calendar
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SATURDAY PAID ON-STREET
PARKING
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Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. in Downtown
Halifax (parking zones B and C) and Downtown
Dartmouth (parking zone H).

This change is being implemented to help
manage high weekend parking demand,
encourage turnover of parking spaces and
improve access to short-term parking. By
increasing the availability of parking throughout
the day, the municipality aims to make it easier
for everyone to access downtown businesses
and attractions.

Under the new system, drivers will be required
to start a parking session using a pay station or
the HotSpot Parking app, even if you plan to
park for less than one hour. The first hour of
parking will remain free, with a flat rate of $2 per
hour applying after that.

To support this transition, municipal staff will be
updating more than 600 parking signs
throughout zones B, C and H for the July 18
start date.

For additional information, including parking
zone maps and payment options, please visit
our website or contact 311.
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HALIFAX PENINSULA NORTH

NEW CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE
OFFICER ANNOUNCED

We are pleased to announce the appointment of
Marnie Cluckie as the new Chief Administrative
Officer (CAQ) of Halifax Regional Municipality.
Ms. Cluckie will assume her responsibilities as
CAQO in late September.

Ms. Cluckie joins Halifax Regional Municipality
from the City of Hamilton, where she currently
serves as City Manager, and brings extensive
municipal leadership experience. She has
previously served as Chief Administrative
Officer for Niagara-on-the-Lake and held a
number of senior public service leadership
positions throughout her career.

As the municipality's senior administrator, the
CAO oversees a budget of more than $1 billion
and a workforce of approximately 5,000
employees. Ms. Cluckie has expressed her
excitement about joining Halifax during a period
of growth and transformation while continuing to
deliver the high-quality services residents
expect and deserve.

Please join us in welcoming Ms. Cluckie to
Halifax and wishing her success in this
important leadership role. To learn more about
Ms. Cluckie's background and experience, read
the full news release on our website.
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https://www.halifax.ca/transportation/parking/street-parking
https://www.halifax.ca/home/news/halifax-regional-municipality-welcomes-new-chief-administrative-officer-1
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RESPONSIBLE DOG OWNERSHIP
REMINDERS

The municipality is reminding dog owners of the
important o ' ‘
requirements under
By-Law A-700,
Respecting
Animals and
Responsible Pet
Ownership, to help
keep our parks,
neighbourhoods
and public spaces
safe for both
people and pets.

Help keep Halifax
dog friendly:

license, leash, scoop & control.

Learn more at:
halifax.ca/dog-ownership or call 311.

Following responsible dog ownership practices
include obtaining proper licenses for your pet,
following posted signage for leash
requirements, picking up after your dog and
preventing your pet from harming others.

Violations of the by-law may result in a warning,
a Summary Offence Ticket starting at $237.50,
prosecution, or seizure of the dog by Animal
Services.

If there is an issue with a dog in your
neighbourhood, speaking with the owner is
often the most effective first step. If the problem
continues, residents can contact 311 to register
a complaint.

We encourage all dog owners to help maintain
safe, respectful and enjoyable shared spaces
for everyone. For more information, please visit
our website.

WEEKLY GREEN BIN COLLECTION

Weekly green cart collection is on now until Oct.
2, 2026, to support residents during the warmer
months. This enhanced service is designed to
manage increased organic waste, reduce odour
and limit wildlife attractions in summer months.

Simple steps—Ilike wrapping food waste, using
paper liners, and storing carts in shaded
areas—can help keep green carts clean and
reduce odours as well.

Residents are asked to place materials curbside
before 7 a.m. on collection day and ensure all
items are securely contained. You can find
customized collection schedules for your
community using the Halifax Recycles app or on
the website.

FUNDING FOR LITTER CLEAN UPS IN
DISTRICT 8

Are you a community group or non-profit
organization looking for funding for a capital
project or operating expenses? In exchange for
completing a litter clean up within District 8, | will
provide groups with up to $1000 of Capital
Funding that can be used for community
projects.

How to Apply

If this is of interest please reach out to myself or
my Constituency Coordinator Kate Richardson
at richark@halifax.ca or 902-490-4090 to
determine if your group and project qualify for
Capital Funding.

We will provide you with all relevant information
once you have applied including District Capital
Forms and information about how to register a
litter clean up.
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https://www.halifax.ca/home-property/animal-services/dog-ownership
https://www.halifax.ca/home-property/garbage-recycling-green-cart
mailto:richark@halifax.ca
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PVSC ASSESSMENTS MUNICIPAL FELLOWSHIP KICK OFF

Property Valuation Services Corporation | was excited to kick off an eight-week African

Assessors are especially busy this time of year, Nova Scotian Youth Fellowship Event on

conducting property inspections across Nova Tuesday, June 30, at City Hall.

Scotia. They are reviewing building permit

progress and gathering up-to-date information In partnership with the Halifax Regional

as part of their annual property assessment Municipality’s Office of Diversity and Inclusion

process. along with the Delmore “Buddy” Daye Learning
Institute we will be hosting an eight-week

For your safety and peace of mind, Assessors program for African Nova Scotian Youth. This

are easy to identify with PVSC-marked vehicles, program is designed to help empower youth

PVSC-issued ID, and high-visibility vests. with the skills, knowledge, and real-world
experience to engage in civic leadership and

You don’t need to be home for these visits. The municipal government.

Assessor will leave contact information and next

steps if a follow-up is needed. | am excited to welcome the fellows as they
begin their eight-week journey with HRM.

To learn more about property inspections, watch : ‘q‘@ﬂ’
their short video or visit pvsc.ca. '

Own property in Nova Scotia? ¢

AN

PVSC Assessors are
visiting properties to
review building
permits, conduct
inspections, and
collect data.

Property Valuation Services
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O0nssIBitGk
https://www.pvsc.ca/understand-your-assessment/assessment-in-nova-scotia/mass-appraisal/data
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POOL AND BEACHES OPEN FOR
SUMMER

Get outside this summer and enjoy some of the
many pools and beaches in the municipality.

The Bedford and Cole Harbour outdoor pools,
as well as all supervised municipal beaches, are
now open. A full list of supervised beaches can
be found on our website.

Swim passes for the Bedford and Cole Harbour
outdoor pools can be purchased online.
Memberships for the Bedford Outdoor Pool can
also be purchased in-person at the LeBrun
Recreation Centre. Memberships for the Cole
Harbour Outdoor Pool can be purchased in-
person at the Cole Harbour Recreation Centre.

Get out there and have some fun!

SUMMMER WATER TESTING

The municipality has begun testing water quality
for bacteria levels and monitoring for blue-green
algae at all municipally supervised beaches.
Testing will continue until Monday, Aug. 31.

High bacteria levels can be caused by a number
of factors, including dogs, birds, wildlife, heavy
rainfall and impacts from climate change such
as high temperatures, lower water levels and
decreased rainfall.

In the event of a recreational water quality
advisory due to high bacteria levels, staff will
continue testing the water and lift the advisory
when the results are within Health Canada
guidelines for swimming again. In the event of a
closure due to a possible blue-green algae

(cyanobacteria) bloom or mat, staff will
investigate the bloom and reopen the beach
when the risk of high levels of blue-green algae
toxins has passed.

For more information, visit our website.
..

NEW PLAN APPROVED TO IMPROVE
RECREATION PROGRAMS FOR
SENIORS

Regional Council has approved the Seniors
Recreation Services Plan 2026-2030, a
five-year plan that will guide recreation
programs and services for residents aged 60
and older. The plan will help Parks & Recreation
improve and expand services for seniors across
the municipality.

The plan responds to a growing and changing
senior population and was developed with
guidance from the Seniors Recreation Advisory
Group. More than 2,200 seniors and numerous
community groups contributed input, identifying
challenges such as limited program options,
social isolation, accessibility barriers,
transportation and affordability.

The plan focuses on strengthening social
connections, offering more inclusive and flexible
programs, improving affordability, building
internal capacity and enhancing communication.
These actions aim to help seniors stay active,
connected and engaged in their communities,
with improved access to recreation opportunities
in both urban and rural areas.
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https://www.halifax.ca/parks-recreation/programs-activities/swimming/supervised-beaches-outdoor-pools-splash-pads
https://www.halifax.ca/parks-recreation/programs-activities/recreation-activities
https://www.halifax.ca/parks-recreation/programs-activities/swimming/supervised-beaches-outdoor-pools-splash-pads
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HALIFAX PRIDE PARADE

The Halifax Pride
Parade will take
place on Saturday,

| Starting at the east
end (roundabout)
of Cogswell Street,
the parade will
head east down
"“[!fﬁm Cogswell Street,
turning south onto
Barrington Street, west onto Spring Garden
Road, north onto South Park Street, and end on
Bell Road/Ahern Avenue at the Garrison
Grounds.

Accessible viewing, described viewing and an
elders area are located on South Park Street.
Low Sensory Viewing is available at the Spring
Garden Area Business Association at 5475
Spring Garden Road.

CROSS WALK PAINTING

The Progressive pride and Pan-African
crosswalk graphics are back! We'll be painting
and repainting crosswalks throughout the
municipality this summer to recognize the
symbolic importance of these designs and their
role in celebrating diversity, inclusion and
community identity in public spaces. This project
is proudly supported by both municipal and
district capital funding.

Pan-African designs are located within
historically African Nova Scotian communities,
with community engagement supported through

the municipality’s Office of Diversity and
Inclusion/African Nova Scotian Affairs
Integration Office (ANSAIO).

For the list of sidewalks being painted this

summer, find more details on our website.
..

KEEPING YOUR RIDE COOL THIS
SUMMER

Let’'s keep your ride cool this summer. As
temperatures climb, our transit system works
hard to keep buses comfortable for everyone on
board.

One simple way you can help is by keeping the
windows closed while the air conditioning is
running. When windows are left open, the
cooling system can’t work efficiently, causing
the bus to warm up quickly.

If you notice an open window and aren’t able to
close it yourself, our operators are always there
to help. Just let them know and they’ll make
sure it’s taken care of.

If you experience ongoing issues with air
conditioning on a particular route or bus, please
reach out to 311 so the concern can be logged
and addressed.

HALIFAX

Let’s keep
your ride cool.

Please keep bus windows closed.
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https://www.halifax.ca/home/news/2026-pride-pan-african-crosswalk-graphics
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VOLUNTARY VULNERABLE
PERSONS REGISTRY

Approved by the Regional Council in June
2023, the Voluntary Vulnerable Persons
Registry (VVPR) is a voluntary, self-referral list
only for residents of the Halifax Regional
Municipality who may require support during
emergency situations.

The VVPR provides important information to
Emergency Management staff, volunteers and
first responders to help appropriately respond to
resident needs in situations such as sustained
power outages, severe storms and more.

Who should consider registering
The Voluntary Vulnerable Persons Registry
(VVPR) is a voluntary, self-referral list only for
residents without 24-hour support who
experience severe difficulty with any of the
following:
o Mobility
e Vision impairment
e Hearing impairment
e Developmental disabilities
o Cognitive impairment
« Mental health conditions
« Any resident who requires electricity for
life-sustaining equipment such as
oxygen, dialysis, etc.

The VVPR is not for all residents. For
example, those receiving 24-hour support or
homecare aide may not be eligible. Those
receiving care or assistance in long-term care or
supportive housing facilities are not eligible.

To learn more about the VPR please visit our
website.

HFXALERT

hfxALERT is the municipality's mass notification
system for informing residents about
emergencies and operations updates.

hfxALERT will send urgent and non-urgent
notifications from municipal Emergency
Management, Halifax Regional Police, Halifax
Fire & Emergency, as well as municipal winter
parking ban notices.

To sign up for notifications please visit our
website.

hfxALERT
Notifications

when you
need to know.
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Attended the YMCA End of Year BBQ
celebration. Congrats to all the students on a
great school year.
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https://cdn.halifax.ca/sites/default/files/documents/city-hall/regional-council/230620rc1511.pdf
https://cdn.halifax.ca/sites/default/files/documents/city-hall/regional-council/230620rc1511.pdf
https://www.halifax.ca/safety-security/emergency-management/voluntary-vulnerable-persons-registry
https://www.halifax.ca/safety-security/emergency-management/hfxalert
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HALIFAX REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY’S PROVINCIAL & FEDERAL

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT REPRESENTATIVES
Halifax is committed to strengthening its
relationship with Indigenous communities and Federal Representatives in District 8:

honouring the significant contributions of * MP Shannon Miedema Halifax
1003-1809 Barrington St

Indigenous peogles. The mlfn.lmpallty ha's. Halifax, NS
demonstrated this by formalizing the official B3J 3K8
Land Acknowledgement:
Provincial Representatives in District 8:
e MLA Suzy Hansen Halifax- Needham
6090 Young St, Suite 1000

Land Acknowledgement

The Halifax Regional Municipality is located in Mi’kma'ki, the ancestral and traditional lands of
the Mi'’kmagq people. The municipality acknowledges the Peace and Friendship Treaties signed H a | |faX y N S B 3 K 3 B 5

in this Territory and recognizes that we are all Treaty People. P hone 902'455'7 300

suzyhalifaxneedham@gmail.com

“The Halifax Regional Municipality is located in
Mi’kma’ki, the ancestral and traditional lands of

the Mikmaq people. The municipality COUNCILLOR VIRGINIA HINCH
acknowledges the Peace and Friendship Virginia currently serves on the following Boards
Treaties signed in this Territory and recognizes and Committees along with Halifax Regional
that we are all Treaty People.” Council:
| e Grants Committee
AFRICAN NOVA SCOTIAN e Board of Police Commissioners
AFFIRMATION e Halifax and West Community Council
. : o : e Regional Centre Community Council

The Halifax Regional Municipality recognizes - . o

- . e Halifax Forum Community Association
the resilience, leadership, and more than 400 . DR

e Indigenous Community Liaison

years of history and contributions of African
Nova Scotians, whose legacy continues to
shape our municipality.

Representation

Councillor
Virginia Hinch

We commit to fostering respect, inclusion, and
empowerment, while confronting anti-Black
racism and systemic inequities in partnership

. . . " DISTRICT 8
with African Nova Scotian communities.

Halifax Peninsula North

902.237.8373
virginia.hinch@halifax.ca

This affirmation reflects our commitment to
honor the past, present and future role of

African Nova Scotians in the Halifax Regional HALIFAX halifax.ca | 311
Municipality.
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