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WELCOME FEBRUARY 
Welcome February! February is African 
Heritage Month which is a time for us to 
celebrate and recognize the important 
contributions and vibrant history and culture of 
African Nova Scotians.  
 
The Halifax Regional Municipality recognizes 
the resilience, leadership, and more than 400 
years of history and contributions of African 
Nova Scotians, whose legacy continues to 
shape our municipality. 
 
We commit to fostering respect, inclusion, and 
empowerment, while confronting anti-Black 
racism and systemic inequities in partnership 
with African Nova Scotian communities. 
 
This affirmation reflects our commitment to 
honour the past, present, and future role of 
African Nova Scotians in the Halifax Regional 
Municipality. 
 
 
 

If you have any questions regarding a municipal 
program or service, please contact me at 902-
237-8373 or virginia.hinch@halifax.ca  
 
FEBRUARY MEETING DATES  
Regional Council and Budget Committee:  
Tuesday, Feb. 10 at 10 a.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 24 at 10 a.m. 
 
Budget Committee:  
Wednesday, Feb. 4 at 9:30 a.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 5 at 9:30 a.m. 
Friday, Feb. 6 at 9:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 11 at 9:30 a.m. 
Thursday, Feb.12 at 9:30 a.m. 
Friday, Feb. 13 at 9:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 18 at 9:30 a.m. 
Thursday, Feb.19 at 9:30 a.m. 
Friday, Feb. 20 at 9:30 a.m. 
 
Regional Centre Community Council  
Monday Feb. 25 at 6 p.m. 
 
Meeting dates/times are subject to change, 
please confirm on our municipal website.  
 
 
 

mailto:virginia.hinch@halifax.ca
https://www.halifax.ca/home/events-calendar
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FEBRUARY IS AFRICAN HERITAGE 
MONTH          
February marks the 30th celebration of African 
Heritage Month!  
 
Each year, African Heritage Month honours the 
experiences, achievements and enduring 
contributions of Black communities in Nova 
Scotia, while deepening our collective 
understanding of their history and impact on our 
society. Nova Scotia has 52 historic African 
Nova Scotian communities with a long, deep 
and complex history dating back over 400 
years.  
 
This year’s provincial theme is “Strength in Unity 
– Moving Forward with Purpose, Prosperity, 
Power and Progress.”  Unity is not passive, it is 
an active force that strengthens our 
communities, advances justice, and creates 
pathways for opportunity and growth. 
 
This month, City Hall will be illuminated in black, 
green and red and the Pan-African flag will be 
displayed at some of our municipal buildings in 
honour of African Heritage Month. Keep an eye 
on our website for more details about how you 
can commemorate African Heritage Month and 
what we’re working on to build strong 
relationships, partnerships, and alliances with  
African Nova Scotian communities across the 
municipality.  

MUNICIPAL TARTAN PUBLIC 
ENGAGEMENT                                                  
The Halifax Regional Municipality is inviting 
residents to share their thoughts on three 
proposed tartan designs to help select an 
official tartan for our region. Tartan is a widely 
recognized symbol of heritage and identity, and 
nearly 200,000 residents in the municipality 
identify as having Scottish or Irish heritage.  
 
Input from residents will inform a 
recommendation to Regional Council in early 
2026, when the final design will be selected and 
submitted to the Scottish Tartans Authority, the 
global authority for tartan registration managing 
the Scottish Register of Tartans. Once selected 
and registered, the official Halifax Regional 
Municipality tartan will be used in branding, 
ceremonial events and other municipal 
applications to celebrate and represent this part 
of our identity. 
 
Visit this webpage by Feb. 11 to review the 
three proposed designs and provide your 
feedback. 
 

https://www.halifax.ca/about-halifax/diversity-inclusion/african-nova-scotian-affairs
https://engagehalifax.ca/tartan
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HRM BUDGET 2026/27 KEY DATES 
The Halifax Regional Municipality is advising 
residents of key dates for the 2026/27 municipal 
budget process. 
The municipal budget funds all costs associated 
with servicing a growing municipality. This 
includes day-to-day municipal operations, 
priority initiatives approved by Regional Council 
and capital investments to purchase, construct, 
rehabilitate and replace assets. 
 
There are several key dates in the annual 
municipal budget process. Residents will have 
the opportunity to speak directly to the Budget 
Committee during the budget process. During 
each week of meetings, time will be set aside 
for the public to provide comments and 
feedback.  
 
Below are the key dates for the 2026/27 
municipal budget process:  
 
Feb. 4-6: Operations Budget Presentations 

o Major Projects Office 
o Parks & Recreation 
o Planning & Development 
o Public Works 
o Strategic Infrastructure & 

Transportation Planning 
o Halifax Transit 
o Property, Fleet & Environment 

Feb. 11-13: Public Safety Budget Presentations 
o Community Safety 
o Halifax Regional Fire & 

Emergency 
o Halifax Regional Police 
o RCMP Halifax Regional 

Detachment 
 
 

Feb. 18-19: Corporate Services & Other Budget 
Presentations 

o CAO’s Office 
o Finance & Asset Management 
o Human Resources 
o Information Technology 
o Legal Services 
o Auditor General 
o Halifax Public Library 
o Fiscal Services 
o Mayor’s Office 

March 4 & 6: Budget Adjustment List debate 
March 31: 2026/27 Municipal Budget and 
Business Plan approval 
 
Please note that these dates are subject to 
change.  
 
Residents will have the opportunity to speak 
directly to the Budget Committee during the 
process. Pre-registration is required by 4:30 
p.m. on the business day prior to the meeting. 
Virtual participation will also be available.  
 
For more information on the 2026/27 municipal 
budget process, please visit our website.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.halifax.ca/city-hall/budget-finances/budget
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BIKE NETWORK REVIEW 
On Jan. 27, Regional Council reviewed a report 
on all AAA Bike 
Network capital 
projects 
between 2026 
and 2029. Staff 
provided a 
report that 
includes: (i) a 
list of proposed 
AAA bikeway 
projects and 
their estimated budget requirements, (ii) a 
review of alternative network solutions that 
could reduce future costs, and (iii) a review of 
opportunities for additional external funding 
sources.  
  
The AAA (All Ages and Abilities) Bike Network 
aims to provide more options for residents to 
cycle with a network designed to accommodate 
people interested in travelling by bicycle but not 
comfortable riding in mixed traffic. 
  
Council voted to proceed with initiating the 
functional planning for two proposed alternative 
projects on (i) Novalea Drive and (ii) Welsford 
Street, subject to capital budget approval. They 
rejected proceeding with functional planning for 
an alternative project to the proposed bikeway 
on Highfield Park Drive. 
  
Council also voted to pursue federal and 
provincial funding opportunities for Council-
approved AAA bikeway network projects 
whenever application intakes are announced. 
  
For more information, check out the full staff 
report here. 

“ONE MEMBERSHIP” RECREATION 
ACCESS 
Regional Council has directed staff to launch a 
pilot project to improve access to municipally 
operated and multi-district recreation facilities 
through a “One Membership” model.  
 
The pilot will introduce a 75 per cent discounted 
day pass for residents who hold an active 
membership at any participating HRM or multi-
district facility, allowing them to access other 
facilities on a pay-per-use basis. 
 
The approach responds to strong public 
feedback favouring flexibility without fee 
increases and reflects the municipality’s goal of 
equitable access under the Community Facility 
Master Plan.  
 
Staff will monitor usage, financial impacts and 
member experience throughout the pilot and 
return to Regional Council with results and long-
term recommendations following the Multi-
District Facility governance review. For more 
information, read the staff report here.  

Enjoying a donut to support Special Olympics 
Canada with my Council colleagues 

https://pub-halifax.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=3882
https://pub-halifax.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=3861
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AFRICAN HERITAGE MONTH 
CELEBRATIONS  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proud to read the Proclamation at the Municipal 
Kick off for African Heritage Month at Halifax 
Hall  
 

Attended the Legacy Lift-Off Event that honours 
the journey of Black Canadians. Was fortunate 
to sit with Canadian rapper Kardinal Offishall 
 

RIDESHARE OVERSIGHT  
At the January 27 meeting of Regional Council, 
Council considered amendments to By-law T-
1008 and Administrative Order 39 to modernize 
fare regulations for taxis, accessible taxis, and 
limousines and the licensing of Transportation 
Network Company (TNC) drivers.  
 
Halifax Regional Council voted down by-law 
changes and instead supported a motion to 
prepare a staff report with input from a 
temporary working committee composed of 
representatives from the Halifax Regional 
Municipality TNC Operators, and Taxi industry 
to review the Municipality's public policy 
objectives against the best practices from 
across Canada, with a particular focus on 
training, audit, approaches to licensure, and 
compliance models used by municipal and 
provincial regulators. 
 
Council did approve changes in the regulations 
for fares, meter technology requirements, online 
applications.  
 
You can find the staff report here.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://pub-halifax.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=3877
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PROFESSIONAL ARTS 
ORGANIZATION GRANTS 
The Halifax Regional Municipality is now 
accepting applications for the 2026/27 Grants to 
Professional Arts Organizations Program.   
 
This program supports the operating and artistic 
capacity of producing and presenting art 
organizations in the region that advance the 
profile of the local arts sector, with an 
overarching goal to foster broad public access 
to professional art.  There are two funding 
streams:  
 

• Operating assistance 
• Project assistance 

 
The municipality provides up to three-year 
funding agreements towards the operating 
funds of eligible groups and annual funding 
agreements supporting distinct artistic 
projects. For more information about the 
program or to discuss your project or eligibility, 
groups are invited to book a virtual meeting. 
Contact Lindsay Cory, Community Developer 
(Public Arts), at lindsay.cory@halifax.ca.   
 
The deadline for the applications is Tuesday, 
March 31. To learn more and apply, visit our 
website.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2025  ANTI-BLACK RACISM GRANT 
AWARDS 
Halifax Regional Council has approved 16 
project-based grants totaling $100,000 through 
the Anti-Black Racism Grants Program, 
following a recommendation from the Grants 
Committee. 
 
The approved projects support community-led 
initiatives that address systemic anti-Black 
racism across the municipality, including efforts 
focused on historic omission, racial segregation, 
lack of recognition, systemic expropriation and 
negative portrayals in media and literature. 
Funded initiatives align with Regional Council 
priorities and are intended to strengthen 
community capacity, equity and inclusion. 
 
The Anti-Black Racism Grants Program 
provides one-time funding of up to $10,000 per 
project to eligible non-profit organizations and 
charities.  
 
Successful applicants will be required to report 
on project outcomes by Oct. 31, 2026. For more 
information, read the staff report. 
 
 

 
 

mailto:lindsay.cory@halifax.ca
https://www.halifax.ca/parks-recreation/arts-culture-heritage/opportunities-artists-halifax
https://www.halifax.ca/parks-recreation/arts-culture-heritage/opportunities-artists-halifax
https://pub-halifax.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=3870
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PARKING BAN  
The overnight winter parking ban is in effect 
every year from Dec. 15 until Mar. 31; however, 
it is only enforced during declared weather 
events and clearing operations. When the ban 
is enforced, it restricts any on-street parking 
between 1 a.m. and 6 a.m. Vehicles in violation 
of the ban will be ticketed and/or towed.  
  
Remember to stay informed about the status of 
the parking ban and please think before you 
park. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REPORTING POTHOLES 
Our road operations crews are always on the 
lookout for potholes, but we also reply heavily 
on residents to report any problematic potholes 
and sinkholes so they can be assessed and 
fixed as soon as possible. To report a pothole in 
your area, just call 311 or you can report online. 
Depending on the location and depth of the 
pothole, the repair will be planned and 
prioritized. You can find out more about pothole 
repairs here.   
 
 
 
 

WEIGHT-BASED PRICING FOR 
RESIDENTIAL PARKING PERMITS 
At the Jan. 13 Council meeting, Regional 
Council has requested amendments to our 
parking permit rates that would charge higher 
permit fees for heavier vehicles. This tiered 
system would aim to better reflect the impact 
larger vehicles have on our roads and public 
spaces.  
 
The approach would be based on the Nova 
Scotia Registry of Motor Vehicles’ weight 
categories and is intended to encourage more 
efficient vehicle use, improve on-street parking 
capacity, and support infrastructure cost 
recovery. Staff estimate the model could 
generate approximately $20,000 in additional 
annual revenue. 
 
Staff will return to Regional Council with the 
necessary by-law and administrative order 
amendments for consideration. For more 
information, read the staff report. 

HALIFAX TRANSIT ACCESSIBILITY 
SURVEY  
The Halifax Regional Municipality is seeking 
feedback from passengers about accessibility 
on Halifax Transit’s conventional bus, Access-A-
Bus and ferry services.  
 
Feedback from the public will help ensure 
continued improvements, making transit 
more inclusive and accessible for everyone. 
 
Complete the survey here.   
 
 
 

https://www.halifax.ca/transportation/streets-sidewalks/paving-repair/report-a-pothole
https://pub-halifax.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=3645
http://www.engagehalifax.ca/talktransit
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2026 COMMUNITY GRANTS 
PROGRAM APPLICATIONS  
The Halifax Regional Municipality is now 
accepting applications for the 2026 Community 
Grants Program.  
 
The Community Grants Program provides 
annual cash grants to registered non-profit 
organizations and charities located throughout 
the region. The program ensures organizations 
across the municipality have equal opportunities 
to seek funding for projects that help make their 
community a great place to live and work for all 
residents. 
 
There are two types of grants available: a 
project grant of up to $5,000 and a capital grant 
of up to $25,000. Funding is available for 
projects in the following categories: 
 

• Community arts 
• Diversity and accessibility 
• Environment and climate change 
• Emergency assistance and public safety 
• Community histories 
• Leisure 
• Recreation 

 
Applicants are encouraged to review the 
Program Guidebook before applying. First-time 
applicants should contact staff for guidance 
prior to submission. The deadline to apply is 
Tuesday, March 31, 2026. 
 
For more information, including how to apply, 
visit our website.  
 
 
 
 

SECONDARY SUITE INCENTIVE 
GRANT  
The Halifax Regional Municipality is offering 
money to help homeowners build a second 
unit on their property. This could be: 
 

• a basement apartment or in-law suite; 
• a backyard suite (like a tiny home or 

garden suite); or 
• a duplex conversion (turning a single 

home into two units). 
 
The Second Unit Incentive Program (SUIP) 
offers up to $12,900 in non-repayable grants 
and is part of the Housing Accelerator Fund.  
 
On Jan. 27, Regional Council unanimously 
approved amendments to the program to allow 
for:  
  

• Multiple secondary unit applications per 
property: allow property owners to apply 
for SUIP funds for more than one 
secondary unit on the same property.   

• Creating a Non-profit funding stream that 
does not require the applicant to live on 
the property as their primary residence. 
This amendment would expand the SUIP 
to be available to more property owners 
and further incentivize affordable dwelling 
units.  

• An extended submission deadline to 
October 11, 2026, and construction 
deadline to April 1, 2027. This would 
allow applicants more time to attain 
building permits and would still align with 
HAF program timelines. 

 
For more details on the program and how to 
apply, visit our website.  
 

https://cdn.halifax.ca/sites/default/files/documents/business/grants/2026-community-grants-program_guidebook-web.pdf
http://www.halifax.ca/community-grants
http://halifax.ca/haf
https://www.halifax.ca/about-halifax/regional-community-planning/housing-accelerator-fund/second-unit-incentive
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HALIFAX REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY’S 
LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
Halifax is committed to strengthening its 
relationship with Indigenous communities and 
honouring the significant contributions of 
Indigenous peoples. The municipality has 
demonstrated this by formalizing the official 
Land Acknowledgement: 

 
 

“The Halifax Regional Municipality is located in 
Mi’kma’ki, the ancestral and traditional lands of 
the Mi’kmaq people. The municipality 
acknowledges the Peace and Friendship 
Treaties signed in this Territory and recognizes 
that we are all Treaty People.” 

 
AFRICAN NOVA SCOTIAN 
AFFIRMATION 
The Halifax Regional Municipality recognizes 
the resilience, leadership, and more than 400 
years of history and contributions of African 
Nova Scotians, whose legacy continues to 
shape our municipality. 
 
We commit to fostering respect, inclusion, and 
empowerment, while confronting anti-Black 
racism and systemic inequities in partnership 
with African Nova Scotian communities. 
 
This affirmation reflects our commitment to 
honor the past, present, and future role of 
African Nova Scotians in the Halifax Regional 
Municipality. 
 
 

 

PROVINCIAL & FEDERAL 
REPRESENTATIVES  
Federal Representatives in District 8:  

• MP Shannon Miedema Halifax  
1003-1809 Barrington St 
Halifax, NS 
B3J 3K8 

 
Provincial Representatives in District 8:  

• MLA Suzy Hansen Halifax- Needham 
6090 Young St, Suite 1000 
Halifax, NS B3K 3B5 
Phone: 902-455-7300             
suzyhalifaxneedham@gmail.com  
 

COUNCILLOR VIRGINIA HINCH 
Virginia currently serves on the following Boards 
and Committees along with Halifax Regional 
Council: 

• Grants Committee  
• Board of Police Commissioners 
• Halifax and West Community Council 
• Regional Centre Community Council 
• Halifax Forum Community Association 
• Indigenous Community Liaison 

Representative 

mailto:suzyhalifaxneedham@gmail.com
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