COUNCILLOR VIRGINIA HINCH
DISTRICT 8 NEWSLETTER
HALIFAX PENINSULA NORTH

WELCOME JUNE JUNE MEETING DATES

Happy June! | would like to congratulate the

Citadel High School graduating class of 2026! | Regional Council and Budget Committee
hope you have a fun and safe grad season, and Tuesday, June 16 at 1 p.m.

| wish you the very best of luck for whatever you Tuesday, June 23 at 10 a.m.

decide to pursue next!
P Regional Centre Community Council

Wednesday, J 17 at 6p.m.
June 21 is Father’s Day. Thank you to all the ednesday, June 1/ atdp-m

dads, stepdads, father figures, and grandfathers Meeting dates/times are subject to change,

for what you do! | hope you take a moment to please confirm on our municipal website.
acknowledge and appreciate the father figures
in your life.

Stay Informed, Stay Connected

Keep reading to find out more about Get the latest updates from

opportunities for Capital funding District 8, é? Councillor Virginia Hinch

CitizenShip Award WinnerS, and fOI’ updateS - Email richark@halifax.ca to subscribe to
about what has been happening with regional

council. “ E
<

If you have any questions regarding a municipal [\
program or service, please contact me at 902-
237-8373 or virginia.hinch@halifax.ca

my monthly e-newsletter
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CELEBRATE PRIDE MONTH

The Halifax Regional Municipality is proud to
recognize Pride Month in June each year. While
Pride Month is a time to celebrate and
demonstrate our continued allyship and support
for the 2SLGBTQIA+ community, it is also a
time to recognize the barriers that community
members continue to face.

While Pride Month is recognized in many places
in June to commemorate the date of the 1969
Stonewall Rebellion in New York City, Halifax
Pride focuses its programming on a historical
event closer to home: the first Pride march in
Halifax, which took place in July 1988.

To honour our unique journey, the Halifax Pride
Festival will be held from July 16 to 26. Hosting
the festival in July allows us to recognize our
distinct history and our beginnings as a march
while also celebrating Pride Month in June.

Halifax Pride Festival information as well as
available resources can be found on the Halifax
Pride site here.

JUNE IS NATIONAL INDIGENOUS
HISTORY MONTH

June is National Indigenous History Month, a
time to honour the
history, heritage Juneis

and diversity of National
First Nations, Inuit ~ "genous
History

and Métis Month
Peoples across

Canada. In the

municipality, we

are committed to HALIEA
strengthening our
relationship with Indigenous communities in our
region and honouring the significant
contributions of Indigenous Peoples past and
present.

Learn more about our commitment and explore
ways to get involved during this time and
beyond by visiting our website.

\ N

JUNE IS RECREATION MONTH

June is Recreation Month — a time to move,
explore and celebrate the services that support
healthy living in our communities. Our diverse
recreation programs, services and facilities are
essential to our communities and we want to
make sure they are available to everyone.

To find out what is going on in your community
during this month, visit our website for event
listings.

-
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https://www.halifaxpride.com/
https://www.halifax.ca/about-halifax/diversity-inclusion/indigenous-services/national-indigenous-history-month
https://www.halifax.ca/parks-recreation/programs-activities/recreation-month

COUNCILLOR VIRGINIA HINCH

HALIFAX PENINSULA NORTH

DISTRICT 8 CITIZENSHIP AWARD FALESS
WINNERS B 'ALIFAX, g HALIFAX

Congratulations to students Charlie Hazel,
ltissam Ismail, and Wilder Toombs, this year's
District 8 Citizenship Award winners. The Grade
9 students were nominated for academic
achievement as well as for volunteering in their
schools and communities.

Forty-two students from across HRM, along with
their proud families, were celebrated at City Hall
on May 26 at the Citizenship Award ceremony
and reception.

EMERA OVAL SUMMER SEASON

The Emera Oval is
now open for the
summer! Residents
are able to enjoy
the concrete
surface for
rollerskating,
biking,
skateboarding, in-

Emera Oval line skating and
Summer season opens June 1 more.

HALIFAX | T e.

Free equipment
rentals, including bikes, scooters and
skateboards, are available again this year — as
HALIFAX HA'G well as access to public washrooms and first aid

: stations. With safety top of mind, residents are
reminded that helmets are mandatory for all
users and are also available for rent free of
charge.

as, LIFAX

For more information and to find the daily
schedule please visit our website.
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INTERGRATED MOBILITY PLAN
UPDATE

The Halifax Regional Municipality has updated
its Integrated Mobility Plan (IMP) to better
respond to the transportation challenges our
fast-growing city is facing.

The IMP is a nationally recognized roadmap
that guides how we build safe, healthy,
connected, and affordable ways for people to
move around Halifax. It focuses on moving
people—not just vehicles—and supports the
creation of livable, complete communities.

Originally approved by Regional Council in
2017, the IMP has already seen major progress,
with about 75 per cent of its original actions
completed or incorporated into everyday
municipal practice. The 2026 Action Update
reflects this progress and aligns the plan with
newer strategies, including HalifACT 2050, the
Rapid Transit Strategy, and the realities of
Halifax’s significant population growth. The
update also introduces a new fifth pillar—
Equity—to help guide decision-making and
ensure mobility improvements benefit all
residents.

Key themes in the updated plan include
expanding transit priority and preparing for
future bus rapid transit, completing the
all-ages-and-abilities bike network, filling critical
sidewalk gaps, using technology to improve
traffic flow, strengthening data and monitoring,
and collaborating with regional partners on
shared priorities.

Learn more about the IMP and the 2026 Action
Update

HALIFAX halifax.ca | 311
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SUPPLEMENTARY EDUCATION
FUNDING AGREEMENT

RATIFICATION

The Halifax Regional Municipality and the
Halifax Regional Centre for Education (HRCE)
have finalized a new five-year supplementary
education funding agreement, reinforcing a
shared commitment to student learning across
the municipality.

Supplementary funding will continue to support
enhanced music and fine arts programming for
HRCE and CSAP students, returning the focus
to the original intent of this funding. As part of
this shift, funding for social work and library
support will gradually transition out over the
next five years, with full implementation by Aug.
31, 2031.

The agreement also strengthens accountability
and transparency. HRCE will continue to
provide public updates on how supplementary
funding is used and will now deliver an annual
presentation to Regional Council.

Overall, this renewed agreement maintains
strong support for enhanced educational
programming while balancing long-term
affordability for the municipality. It ensures
students continue to benefit from enriched arts
opportunities beyond provincially funded core
programming. HRM remains the only
municipality in Nova Scotia that provides this
additional funding beyond mandatory provincial
education contributions.

The agreement takes effect immediately and will
guide supplementary education funding through
March 31, 2031.

~


https://www.halifax.ca/about-halifax/regional-community-planning/transportation-planning
https://www.halifax.ca/about-halifax/regional-community-planning/transportation-planning
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COMMUNITY LITTER CLEAN UPS e Determine how you will dispose of the
As Spring weather arrives, you may be noticing litter you collect:

more litter in your community. Why not organize e Collection with household waste

a litter pick up with family, friends, neighbours or e Drop off at the Otter Lake Facility:
your local community organizations by o Team coordinators can contact
registering with the Great Nova Scotia Pick-Me- Halifax Solid Wa?ste

Up? (wasteless @halifax.ca) at least

two weeks before their event to
arrange drop-off of litter directly

Participating is easy! to the Otter Lake Facility where

e Select an area within the municipality tipping fees will be waived.
where you would like to run a clean-up e Collection by HRM staff
event. o Teams who are unable to

e Register a minimum of two weeks prior to dispose of material curbside or
their event. (Residents who are by delivering to the Otter Lake
conducting clean-ups on roads Facility may contact 311 at
maintained by the province should least two weeks before their
register with the Adopt-A-Highway event to request this service.
program.) o Teams may be asked to move

e Team coordinators will receive a the material collected to a
confirmation email from Great Nova secure location to ensure it is
Scotia Pick-Me-Up once they have not disturbed before collection.
registered containing important details,
including where to pick up supplies for This program (along with NS Adopt-A-Highway)

their event and how to dispose of their
waste after the event.

e Pre-packaged litter kits (nitrile gloves and
bags) can be picked up at Halifax Public
Libraries or at the Bayers Road and
Alderney Gate Customer Service

is administered by Coastal Action and is
supported in-kind by Halifax Regional
Municipality. You can learn more about litter
clean up events on our website.

Centres.
o If teams require safety vests or
pick sticks for their events, the :
team coordinator must contact B L_IE_LS_EE_.CLEAR o2
Solid Waste staff via A |_|TTER DOESN’T

wasteless @halifax.ca to arrange
the pickup of these materials.
These items are limited in number
and are available on a first-come,
first-served basis.

o Participants are encouraged to
bring/use their own garden/work
gloves.
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http://www.nsadoptahighway.ca/register-today/the-great-nova-scotia-pick-me-up-registration
http://www.nsadoptahighway.ca/register-today/the-great-nova-scotia-pick-me-up-registration
mailto:wasteless@halifax.ca%20
mailto:wasteless@halifax.ca
http://www.halifax.ca/litter-cleanup
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HFX GO APP UPDATE
Starting May 26,
2026, Halifax Transit
has upgraded its
mobile fare payment
app, HFXGO. The
new look offers a = [
simplified, modern R (8.
design and improved

accessibility.

HFXGO

has had a makeover

HALIFAX

TRANSIT

New app features include:

* Your Ticket Wallet is now located on the home
screen, providing quicker access to active
tickets.

* A new dedicated Notifications page so you
never miss important updates.

» Automated balance reloads that top up your
account so you’re always ready to ride.

To learn more about the app updates please
visit our website.

. N
SECONDARY UNITS INCENTIVE
PROGRAM
The Halifax Regional Municipality has decided
to expand the Secondary Suite Incentive Grant
Program eligibility and timelines to support the
creation of more small-scale housing options
across the region.

Under new changes to the program, more than
one secondary unit per property may now be
eligible for funding (subject to land use
requirements). Non-profit organizations and
housing co-operatives are also now eligible to
apply for funding.

HALIFAX halifax.ca | 311
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The program offers eligible residents up to
$13,000 per unit to help reduce building
expenses related to water and wastewater. The
Secondary Units Incentive Program offers non-
repayable grants to help offset certain costs
associated with building new secondary units,
including backyard suites and internal
conversions.

The application deadline has been extended to
Oct. 11, 2026, and the construction completion
deadline has been extended to April 1, 2027.

For more details on the program and how to

apply, visit our website.
\ N

DISTRICT 8 LITTER CLEAN UP
FUNDING

Are you a community group or non-profit
organization looking for funding for a capital
project or operating expenses? In exchange for
completing a litter clean up within District 8, | will
provide groups with up to $1000 of Capital
Funding that can be used for community
projects.

How to Apply

If this is of interest please reach out to myself or
my Constituency Coordinator Kate Richardson
at richark@halifax.ca or 902-490-4090 to
determine if your group and project qualify for
Capital Funding.

We will provide you with all relevant information
once you have applied including District Capital
Forms and information about how to register a
litter clean up.

6


https://www.halifax.ca/about-halifax/regional-community-planning/housing-accelerator-fund/second-unit-incentive
mailto:richark@halifax.ca
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ENJOYING OUTDOOR SPACES- MICROMOBILITY SURVEY
PACK IN AND PACK OUT Residents are invited to participate in the
When enjoying our beautlful parks, trails, and Shared Micromobility Survey to provide

beaches, i 2 g 3 feedback on the shared micromobility pilot
remember to '-,_ o S project that offers e-bike and e-scooter rentals
pack-in and f ﬁ : in the Halifax region.

pack-out. That | Packinand

means bringing L& BECTEEITEEN Originally launched in 2025, e-bikes and e-
everything you L ’ scooters were offered to provide low emission
need, and taking HALIFAX transportation options for residents for short

it all with you trips while helping complement existing travel

when you leave. choices throughout the municipality.

Keeping our shared spaces clean helps protect The survey is open to all residents, whether or

nature and ensures everyone can enjoy them. not you have used the service and will be

Let’s all do our part to keep Halifax green and available until June 26. Feedback will help

clean. inform potential improvements to the shared
EE———— micromobility project and support a report to

PROTECT YOURSELF DURING TICK Regional Council on the pilot program.

SEASON ,

Tick season has begun - As temperatures rise, Residents can complete the survey online here.  __

ticks become more active.

Nova Scotia is home to several kinds of ticks,
but only blacklegged tick bites can cause
illnesses like Lyme disease, Anaplasmosis,
Babesiosis and Powassan virus.

Reduce your risk of getting a tick-borne
illnesses by educating yourself, staying safe
and performing tick checks after being outdoors.
Learn more here.

Shared micromobility survey

HALIFAX

Protect yourself against
tick-borne diseases

HALIFAX

HALIFAX halifax.ca | 311


https://novascotia.ca/ticksafety/
http://www.engagehalifax.ca/shared-micromobility
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HALIFAX REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY’S PROVINCIAL & FEDERAL
LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT REPRESENTATIVES

Halifax is committed to strengthening its Federal Representatives in District 8:
relationship with Indigenous communities and * MP Shannon Miedema Halifax
honouring the significant contributions of 1003-1809 Barrington St

. S Halifax, NS
Indigenous peoples. The municipality has B3J 3K8
demonstrated this is by formalizing the official
Land Acknowledgement: Provincial Representatives in District 8:

e MLA Suzy Hansen Halifax- Needham
Land Acknowledgement 6090 Young St, Suite 1000
v e R o 44 Halifax, NS B3K 3B5

The Halifax Regional Municipality is located in Mi'kma'ki, the ancestral and traditional lands of

the Mi'kmagq people. The municipality acknowledges the Peace and Friendship Treaties signed P ho ne 90 2-45 5-7 300

in this Territory and recognizes that we are all Treaty People. SUZVhaI ifaxneed ham@qmai | .com
“The Halifax Regional Municipality is located in .
Mi’kma’ki, the ancestral and traditional lands of COUNCILLOR VIRGINIA HINCH
the Mi’kmaq people. The municipality Virginia currently serves on the following Boards
acknowledges the Peace and Friendship and Committees along with Halifax Regional
Treaties signed in this Territory and recognizes Council:

e Grants Committee

Board of Police Commissioners
Halifax and West Community Council
Regional Centre Community Council
Halifax Forum Community Association
Indigenous Community Liaison
Representation

that we are all Treaty People.”
\ N

AFRICAN NOVA SCOTIAN
AFFIRMATION

The Halifax Regional Municipality recognizes
the resilience, leadership, and more than 400
years of history and contributions of African
Nova Scotians, whose legacy continues to
shape our municipality.

Councillor
We commit to fostering respect, inclusion, and Virginia Hinch
empowerment, while confronting anti-Black

racism and systemic inequities in partnership

with African Nova Scotian communities.

DISTRICT 8

Halifax Peninsula North

902.237.8373
virginia.hinch@halifax.ca

This affirmation reflects our commitment to
honor the past, present, and future role of HALIFAX halifax.ca | 311
African Nova Scotians in the Halifax Regional
Municipality.
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