COUNCILLOR VIRGINIA HINCH
DISTRICT 8 NEWSLETTER
HALIFAX PENINSULA NORTH

WELCOME MAY

Welcome May! May 10 is Mother’s Day. | want
to take a moment to acknowledge all the moms,
stepmoms, mother figures, and grandmothers
out there for what you do every day. Being a
mom is one of the hardest jobs and | hope you
take a moment to acknowledge and appreciate
the mother figures in your life.

On Saturday May 9, the North End Business
Association will be hosting a series of events
and activities for Open City Day. Open City Day
is a day to celebrate small businesses and local
entrepreneurs in the north end, who help make
our community so vibrant.

| will be hosting an open house event on
Thursday May 21. | hope you will be able to
attend to learn more about what is happening in
the District.

If you have any questions regarding a municipal
program or service, please contact me at 902-
237-8373 or virginia.hinch@halifax.ca
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MAY MEETING DATES

Regional Council and Budget Committee:

Tuesday, May 12 at 10 a.m.
Tuesday, May 26 at 10 a.m.

Regional Centre Community Council
Wednesday, May 27 at 6p.m.

Halifax and West Community Council
Tuesday, May 19 at 6p.m.

Meeting dates/times are subject to change,
please confirm on our municipal website.

Stay Informed, Stay Connected

b Get the latest updates from
j Councillor Virginia Hinch

\W,

Email richark@halifax.ca to subscribe to

my monthly e-newsletter

A
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COUNCILLOR VIRGINIA HINCH

OPEN HOUSE EVENT

On Thursday, May 21 from 6 p.m. until 8 p.m., |
will be hosting an Open House at the Halifax
North Memorial Public Library located at 2285
Gottingen Street.

| am looking forward to meeting with residents
of District 8 to learn more about your municipal
concerns, and what you would like to see from
me as your municipal councillor.

| hope you find some time to pop in! If you have
any questions before the event, please contact
either myself or my Constituency Coordinator
Kate Richardson at richark@halifax.ca or 902-
490-4090.

| am looking forward to seeing you on May 21.

You’re Invited

Open House with District 8 Councillor Virginia Hinch

! Halifax North Library Branch
&8 Thursday, May 21

©6-8pm.

Get in touch:

virginia.hinch@halifax.ca
902.237.8373

HALIFAX
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ASIAN HERITAGE MONTH
May is Asian Heritage Month, a time to honour
the rich history, cultures, and contributions of
Asian communities in Canada. It’s an
opportunity to learn, reflect, and celebrate the
diversity that strengthens our country.

You can take part by:
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e Exploring books, films, and stories that
highlight Asian Canadian experiences

e Attending local or virtual events,
exhibitions, and cultural festivals

e Supporting Asian-owned businesses in
our community

e Starting conversations about the
importance of inclusion and cultural
understanding

Stay tuned for more updates on events taking
place across the municipality to celebrate Asian
Heritage Month on our website.

DISTRICT 8 VOLUNTEER AWARD
WINNERS

Each year the Mayor and Halifax Regional
Council recognize the warmth and generosity of
volunteers with an awards ceremony,
celebrating the invaluable contributions of these
individuals, who give their time and skills in our
community

I would like to congratulate this years winners
from District 8: Erin O’Prey, Olayiwola Aladejebi,
and Victoria Thevenot.
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https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/campaigns/asian-heritage-month.html
https://www.halifax.ca/about-halifax/diversity-inclusion/asian-heritage-month
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2026/2027 MUNICIPAL BUDGET

SUMMARY Budget and Business Plan
Regional Council approved the 2026/27 2026/27
municipal budget on March 31, 2026.

OPERATING BUDGET $1.45B

Budget at
a Glance

CAPITAL BUDGET $316.7M

AVERAGE RESIDENTIAL TAX BILL INCREASE 7.5

Approval of the municipal budget concluded the
budget process, which began on Nov. 18, 2025,
when Regional Council received the 2024/25
Strategic Performance Report and Snapshot. Budget Highlights
Over the following 15 weeks, municipal staff
introduced the 2026/27 municipal budget and
capital plan; business units presented their
budget and business plans; and Budget
Committee finalized the Budget Adjustment List
(BAL), which is the collection of items approved
by the Budget Committee during the business
units’ budget and business plans presentations.

TOTAL AVERAGE RESIDENTIAL TAX BILL $4,058
RESIDENTIAL TAX RATE 0.798 (0.028 INCREASE)

benefit
programs
+ HRFE

S duling Facility Re-
5 Project Cap
capital *  $48M iofa bo$5aMicial  + $IMtofal

Throughout the process, members of the public il LS T e
had the opportunity to speak directly with

Budget Committee, through both in person and
virtual opportunities.

Budget and Business Plan 2026/27 HALIFAX

The annual municipal budget funds all costs S ——

associated with servicing the growing region — PUBLIC WI-FI DISCONTINUED

including municipal operations, Regional Public Wi-fi at Halifax Transit Terminals and

Council-approved priority initiatives and Parks has now been discontinued.

investments to purchase, construct and

rehabilitate municipal assets. Over the past few years, use of public Wi-Fi has
declined significantly, with nearly 45 per cent

The 2026/27 municipal budget includes an fewer users from 2023 to 2024. Ending this

operating budget of $1.45 billion and a capital service at transit terminals and select parks will

budget of $316.7 million. result in approximately $450,000 in annual
savings.

You can review the final 2026/2027 Budget and
Business Plan on our website. Below is a high
level summary of the 2026/27 budget.

Before you ride, be sure to purchase your fare.
HFXGO tickets and passes can be bought using
mobile data or any Wi-Fi connection. Once
purchased, you don’t need internet access to
activate or use them on Halifax Transit.

HALIFAX halifax.ca | 311
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NATIONAL DAY OF AWARENESS
FOR MISSING INDIGENOUS WOMEN

AND GIRLS/ RED DRESS DAY

Wear red on May 5 in support of the National
Day of Awareness for Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women and Girls (MMIWG).

According to the National Inquiry into MMIWG,
Indigenous women and girls represented 16%
of all female homicides in Canada. Service
agencies estimate that of the trafficked or
exploited women and girls they served, 51% of
were Indigenous.

This day calls on each of us to speak out
against the staggering rates of violence against
Indigenous women, girls and 2SLGBTQ+
people.

In recent years, red dresses have become a
symbolic representation of the more than 1,000
MMIWG across Canada. According to tradition,
red is the only colour spirits can see, and is a
way of calling the spirits of those missing and
murdered back to their loved ones. On May 5,
wear red to not only honour the voices of these
women and girls, but to show your support of
survivors, community members and those
affected by the intergenerational trauma of this
ongoing issue.

To learn more about this important day, visit this
website.
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AFRICVILLE HERITAGE TRUST

SCHOLARSHIP

The Africville Heritage Trust, together with
Waterbury Newton Law Firm, have established
a scholarship program to provide financial
assistance to former residents and descendants
of former Africville residents who pursue post
secondary education, as well as to students
who demonstrate an effort to further the
purpose of the Society through community
advocacy, research, publications and training.

The scholarship is possible through a donation
of $100,000 in seed money from Waterbury
Newton. The fund is a portion of legal fees
received in the settling of an action against the
former City of Halifax.

The fund will provide annual scholarships in all
fields of study, provided that studies are through
an accredited Canadian college or university.
Applicants to the Awards Program must show
proof of residency and enrolment acceptance to
such accredited post-secondary institution. High
school students should have their official
transcripts sent via email or letter mail to
Africville Heritage Trust.

This year, the deadline to apply is 11:59pm on
May 30, 2026. To learn more about the
program, please visit the Program Outline.
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https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/final-report/
https://africvillemuseum.org/education-resources/scholarship-awards-program/scholarship-program-outline-2/
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ROBIE STREET TRAFFIC DELAY
From April 6 — May
3, residents can
expect traffic
delays on Robie
Street.

HALIFAX

Robie Street
between Quinpool
Road and Cherry
Street will be reduced to a single southbound
lane and there will be no access to Shirley
Street via Robie Street. Local traffic will be able
to access this portion of Shirley Street via
Vernon Street. Northbound lanes in this area
and access to Pepperell Street via Robie Street
will not be impacted by this work.

ROBIE STREET
traffic delay

Sidewalks along the west side of Robie Street

will remain open while this work is underway.
\ N

MOBILE HOUSEHOLD SPECIAL
WASTE DEPOTS

Bring special household waste like batteries,
leftover paint, 4 A
corrosive
cleaners,
pesticides,
gasoline and
much more to a \ J
Household Special Waste Mobile Depot near
you to be handled and disposed of by experts.
The depots will operate rain or shine from 9
a.m.to4 p.m.

Click here for a list of accepted items and more
details about upcoming dates. You can also
dispose of special household waste at the HSW
Depot at 20 Horseshow Lake Drive.

HALIFAX halifax.ca | 311
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PENINSULA CORE STREETS REVIEW
Link Nova Scotia in partnership with the Halifax
Regional Municipality will be conducting a
Halifax Peninsula Core Streets Review.

The project study will apply transportation
modeling to review a range of scenarios aimed
at improving the operation of the increasingly
congested peninsula transportation network.
The study will consider how people and goods
move to, from and within the peninsula as well
as provide recommendations aimed at providing
long-term benefits to transportation planning
and will be delivered by a CIMA Canada Inc
(CIMA+) consulting team.

You can review the news release on the Nova
Scotia website.

Celebrated employee appreciation day with my
coordinator Kate Richardson.
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https://www.halifax.ca/home-property/garbage-recycling-green-cart/household-special-waste#acceptablehswmaterial
https://news.novascotia.ca/en/2026/03/25/work-begins-review-core-streets-halifax-peninsula

COUNCILLOR VIRGINIA HINCH

HALIFAX PENINSULA NORTH

COMMUNITY LITTER CLEAN UPS e Determine how you will dispose of the
As Spring weather arrives, you may be noticing litter you collect:
more litter in your community. Why not organize  Collection with household waste
a litter pick up with family, friends, neighbours or * Drop off at the Otter Lake Facility:
your local community organizations by o Team coordinators can contact
registering with the Great Nova Scotia Pick-Me- l(-l\;‘elall?g-\lessos“(oq)r\g ﬁfsgi ca) at least
Up? two weeks before their event to
S arrange drop-off of litter directly
Participating is easy! to the Otter Lake Facility where
e Select an area within the municipality tipping fees will be waived.
where you would like to run a clean-up e Collection by HRM staff
event. o Teams who are unable to
e Register a minimum of two weeks prior to dispose of material curbside or
their event. (Residents who are by delivering to the Otter Lake
conducting clean-ups on roads Facility may contact 311 at
maintained by the province should least two weeks before their
register with the Adopt-A-Highway event to request this service.
program.) o Teams may be asked to move
e Team coordinators will receive a the material collected to a
confirmation email from Great Nova secure location to ensure it is
Scotia Pick-Me-Up once they have not disturbed before collection.
registered containing important details,
including where to pick up supplies for This program (along with NS Adopt-A-Highway)
their event and how to dispose of their is administered by Coastal Action and is

waste after the event.

e Pre-packaged litter kits (nitrile gloves and
bags) can be picked up at Halifax Public
Libraries or at the Bayers Road and
Alderney Gate Customer Service
Centres.

o If teams require safety vests or
pick sticks for their events, the

team coordinator must cor’1tact LET,S BE CLEAR

Solid Waste staff via i e LITTER DOESN’T Rt

wasteless@halifax.ca to arrange
the pickup of these materials.
These items are limited in number
and are available on a first-come,
first-served basis.

o Participants are encouraged to
bring/use their own garden/work
gloves.

HALIFAX halifax.ca | 311

supported in-kind by Halifax Regional
Municipality. You can learn more about litter
clean up events on our website.



http://www.nsadoptahighway.ca/register-today/the-great-nova-scotia-pick-me-up-registration
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MOBILE TICKETS AND PASSES FOR
FERRY USE

Taking the ALEAX
ferry? Activated &

HFXGO mobile Scan your HFXGO
tickets and mobile tickets & passes
passes must when boarding the ferry
now be

scanned when
boarding, just
like on the bus.
Hold your
phone to the
validator to
scan your ticket or pass QR code. You'll hear a
beep and see a message when it's accepted.

HFXGO tickets are activated for 2.5 hours and
can be used to transfer between ferry and the
bus or different bus routes.

Access-a-bus passengers can still show their
tickets to the operator before boarding.

Learn more on our website.
5N

ACTIVE SCHOOL TRAVEL PROGRAM
The Action Transportation team are looking for
teachers interested in facilitating in-class
activities for our Active School Travel Program
Baseline Study.

Active School Travel (AST) refers to any
human-powered way to get to or from school,
including walking, biking, and rolling with
scooters or mobility devices. Every school
community and every student

can benefit from AST!

HALIFAX halifax.ca | 311

The municipality has created several activities
for teachers to promote the program in their
classrooms. You can also take part in a survey
to provide your feedback.

Learn more about the project on our website.

WINDSOR STREET EXCHANGE
PROJECT UPDATE

On March 31, Regional Council approved a
report on Phase 2 of construction of the
Windsor Street exchange. Staff will continue
with awarding the construction contract for
Phase 2 including future proofing new
structures along the corridor where municipal
lands permit to accommodate future dedicated
transit lanes and separated pedestrian and
cycling facilities. Council also approved an
increase in the budget by $30,000,000 as
included in the 2026/27 Capital Plan.

The Windsor Street Exchange project is a major
transportation and trade infrastructure
investment designed to improve safety,
reliability and connectivity for people, goods and
transit in the Halifax peninsula area.

Learn more about this project and other traffic
impacts that may occur here.

g
WNDSOR

STREET
EXCHANGE
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http://www.halifax.ca/hfxgo
https://engagehalifax.ca/AST-baseline-study
http://www.halifax.ca/transportation/transportation-projects/windsor-street-exchange-redevelopment-project
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HALIFACT HOME ENERGY UPGRADE
PROGRAM

The HalifACT Home Energy Upgrade (HHEU)
program has just launched. The program helps
homeowners cut their energy use by 50 per
cent to improve home comfort and lower energy
costs, provides financing and valuable technical
support services to property and

homeowners to cover initial costs and help
project manage cost-saving energy upgrades.

The HalifACT Home Energy Upgrade program
directly advances Regional Council’s priority of
strengthening communities by reducing carbon
emissions through initiatives for homeowners.
Through the program, residents can affordably
upgrade their properties leading to

future cost savings that help enhance quality of
life throughout our municipality.

Visit our website for more information.
\ N

FIFA WORLD CUP CELEBRATION
Canada Celebrates is coming to Halifax! The
fan experience will
take place at the
Garrison Grounds
on June 11.

f2GANADA

€3 CELEBRATES

«uwwewss FIFA WORLD CUP 2026

This special fan

activation is a free,
family-friendly event
with a live match
viewing, football
themed activities,
cultural programming, music food and shared
moments of national pride.

HALIFAX
JUNE 11 & 12, 2026

SUMMER PROGRAM REGISTRATION
Registration for summer camps started last
month and there is still space in some of our
summer camp
programs.
Check out our
website to see
what’s available
and to register.

HALFAX | T e @

Camps, inclusion and
recreation programs
April 14

Aquatics

Swimming pool programs
(all) & beach sessions 18& 2

June 16

Registration for o e beach

. sessions 3& 4
aquatics at July 21
summer pools

and beach
sessions 1 and
2 will open on
Tuesday, June
16, while beach sessions 3 and 4 will open
Tuesday, July 21.

INTERNATIONAL DAY AGAINST
HOMOPHOBIA, TRANSPHOBIA, AND
BIPHOBIA

The International Day Against Homophobia,
Transphobia and Biphobia is recognized
annually on May 17 as it was on this day in
1990 that homosexuality was declassified as a
mental disorder by the World Health
Organization.

We all share a responsibility to actively promote
equity, diversity and inclusion and to stand
against the prejudice, discrimination, stigma,
hostility and violence experienced by the
2SLGBTQI+ community.

For more information, visit this website.

HALIFAX halifax.ca | 311
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HRM REC ONE MEMEBERSHIP

The Halifax Regional Municipality is advising
residents that a new “One Membership” pilot
program has been introduced to improve
access to municipally operated and multi-district
recreation facilities.

As part of the pilot, residents who hold an active
membership at a participating facility can
access other municipal recreation facilities
through a discounted day pass model. Eligible
members can receive a 75 per cent discount on
day pass rates when visiting facilities outside of
their home location.

The pilot responds to public feedback
supporting more flexible access to recreation
options without increasing fees and aligns with
the municipality's goal of equitable access
under the Community Facility Master Plan .
Residents with an annual paid-in-full or ongoing
monthly, bi-weekly or roll-over membership can
participate. When visiting another facility,
residents are asked to check in at the front desk
and provide their membership information to
receive the discounted rate.

The pilot program was approved by Regional
Council on Tuesday, Jan. 27, following public
engagement conducted in spring 2025.

Staff will monitor usage, financial impacts and
member experience throughout the pilot and are
expected to return to Regional Council with
results and recommendations in late 2027.

Visit our website for more information on
recreation memberships.

HALIFAX TRANSIT REAL TIME ALERT
SERVICE

Halifax Transit is
offering a new way for
riders to keep track of
service updates.

Residents can now
visit halifax.ca/realtime-
alerts and filter their
preferred route to
quickly see real-time
detours, trip
cancellations, stop closures and snow plan
notifications all in one place.

With this new addition, there are now several
ways to stay up to date on transit service:

o Real-time alerts for short-term detours,
cancellations and stop closures

e Upcoming routing and schedule
changes

e Long term disruptions, including
construction-related detours and stop
closures:

Riders can also continue using third-party trip
planning apps to access Halifax Transit data in
real-time.

For the most current information on detours,
cancellations and stop closures, visit our
website.
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https://cdn.halifax.ca/sites/default/files/documents/about-the-city/regional-community-planning/RegionalCommunityPlanning-CommunityFacilityPlan-CommunityFacilityMasterPlan2-20170101.pdf
http://www.halifax.ca/recreation-memberships
https://www.halifax.ca/transportation/halifax-transit/real-time-alerts
https://www.halifax.ca/transportation/halifax-transit/real-time-alerts
http://www.halifax.ca/realtime-alerts
http://www.halifax.ca/servicechanges
http://www.halifax.ca/servicechanges
http://www.halifax.ca/htdisruptions
http://www.halifax.ca/realtime-alerts

COUNCILLOR VIRGINIA HINCH

HALIFAX REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY’S

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Halifax is committed to strengthening its
relationship with Indigenous communities and
honouring the significant contributions of
Indigenous peoples. The municipality has
demonstrated this is by formalizing the official
Land Acknowledgement:

Land Acknowledgement

The Halifax Regional Municipality is located in Mi'kma'ki, the ancestral and traditional lands of
the Mi'kmagq people. The municipality acknowledges the Peace and Friendship Treaties signed

in this Territory and recognizes that we are all Treaty People.

“The Halifax Regional Municipality is located in
Mi’kma’ki, the ancestral and traditional lands of
the Mi’kmaq people. The municipality
acknowledges the Peace and Friendship
Treaties signed in this Territory and recognizes
that we are all Treaty People.”

AFRICAN NOVA SCOTIAN

AFFIRMATION

The Halifax Regional Municipality recognizes
the resilience, leadership, and more than 400
years of history and contributions of African
Nova Scotians, whose legacy continues to
shape our municipality.

We commit to fostering respect, inclusion, and
empowerment, while confronting anti-Black
racism and systemic inequities in partnership
with African Nova Scotian communities.

This affirmation reflects our commitment to
honor the past, present, and future role of
African Nova Scotians in the Halifax Regional
Municipality.

HALIFAX halifax.ca | 311
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PROVINCIAL & FEDERAL

REPRESENTATIVES
Federal Representatives in District 8:
e MP Shannon Miedema Halifax
1003-1809 Barrington St
Halifax, NS
B3J 3K8

Provincial Representatives in District 8:
e MLA Suzy Hansen Halifax- Needham
6090 Young St, Suite 1000
Halifax, NS B3K 3B5
Phone: 902-455-7300
suzyhalifaxneedham@gmail.com

COUNCILLOR VIRGINIA HINCH
Virginia currently serves on the following Boards
and Committees along with Halifax Regional
Council:

e Grants Committee
Board of Police Commissioners
Halifax and West Community Council
Regional Centre Community Council
Halifax Forum Community Association
Indigenous Community Liaison
Representation

Councillor
Virginia Hinch
DISTRICT 8

Halifax Peninsula North

902.237.8373
virginia.hinch@halifax.ca

halifax.ca | 311
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