
TALK OUTLINE (10 minutes)

• Three stories:

• Marketing Science

• The Rise of Citizen Scientists & iNaturalist

• #CityNatureChallenge

CITY NATURE CHALLENGE 2019 - HALIFAX
Environment and Sustainability Standing Committee, HRM Council - March 7 2019

Dave Ireland 
@davehireland
Davehireland.com
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Managing Director, Natural History

• new position - to connect biodiversity, and the 
curators/scientists who study it, to the public through programs, 
exhibitions, galleries and community projects (2011-2018)
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Blue Dasher Dragonfly – 13,500 obs included in study.



TALK OUTLINE (~10 minutes)

• Three stories:

• Marketing Science

• The Rise of Citizen Scientists & iNaturalist

• #CityNatureChallenge

CITY NATURE CHALLENGE 2019 - HALIFAX
EAC WILDERNESS COMMITTEE – January 17 2019

Dave Ireland 
@davehireland
Davehireland.com





• April 26 – 29 : Observing Nature

• April 30 – May 5: Identifying observed species

• 2018 Champion: San Francisco
• 41,737 observations

• 1532 Participants

• 3211 species identified



* 3 Canadian Cities currently: Calgary, Halifax, & Richmond



Naturalists wanted!
o birds
o mammals
o reptiles and amphibians
o fish
o Insects and arachnids

o Further split into 6x sub-groups
o invertebrates (non-insect)
o fungi
o mosses
o plants
o lichens





• First “lichenologist” at Canadian 
Museum of Nature

• Studied at Dal and loves NS

• NS is a global hotspot for lichen

2016 - First peer-reviewed 
publication stemming from 
Ontario BioBlitz work!
2019 – Another one…
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