HALIFAX

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STANDING COMMITTEE
DRAFT MINUTES
June 18, 2026

PRESENT: Councillor Janet Steele, Chair
Councillor Jean St-Amand, Vice Chair
Councillor Cathy Deagle Gammon
Councillor Becky Kent

REGRETS: Deputy Mayor Patty Cuttell
Councillor Trish Purdy

OTHERS PRESENT: Councillor Tony Mancini
Councillor Laura White
Councillor John Young

STAFF: Maggie MacDonald, Executive Director of Parks and Recreation
Sasha Perry, Solicitor
Simon Ross-Siegel, Legislative Assistant

These minutes are considered draft and will require approval by Community Planning and Economic
Development Standing Committee at a future meeting.

The following does not represent a verbatim record of the proceedings of this meeting.

The agenda, reports, supporting documents, information items circulated, and video (if available) are
online at halifax.ca.


http://www.halifax.ca/

These minutes are considered draft and will require CPED Standing Committee
approval by the CPED Standing Committee at Draft Minutes
a future meeting. June 18, 2026

1. CALL TO ORDER AND LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The Chair called the meeting to order at 10:01 a.m. and acknowledged that the meeting took place in the
traditional and ancestral territory of the Mi'kmaq people, and that we are all treaty people.

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - May 21, 2026

MOVED by Councillor Deagle Gammon, seconded by Councillor St-Amand

THAT the minutes of May 21, 2026 be approved as circulated.

MOTION PUT AND PASSED.

3. APPROVAL OF THE ORDER OF BUSINESS AND APPROVAL OF ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS
Additions: None

Deletions: None

As provided for in section 37 (1) of Administrative Order One, Respecting the Procedures of the Council,
Councillor Steele requested that ltems 13.1.1 Development of the Next Economic Strategy and 8.2
Affordable Housing Strategy Project Update be considered prior to Item 7.

MOVED by Councillor Deagle Gammon, seconded by Councillor St-Amand

THAT the agenda be approved as amended.

MOTION PUT AND PASSED.

4. BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES - NONE

5. CALL FOR DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTERESTS — NONE

6. MOTIONS OF RECONSIDERATION — NONE

7. MOTIONS OF RESCISSION - Deferred from May 21, 2026

7.1 Councillor St-Amand

The following motion was on the floor from the May 21, 2026 meeting:

MOVED by Councillor St-Amand, seconded by Councillor Kent

THAT the Community Planning and Economic Development Standing Committee rescind the
additional motion for item 12.1.1 from the January 16, 2020 CPED meeting which requested a staff
report as follows:

“THAT the Community Planning and Economic Development Standing Committee:

1. Request a staff report regarding options and opportunities for a long-term program for
complete streets and streetscaping for the suburban commercial main streets in the urban
service area outside the Regional Centre which updates the rationale and priorities for
projects, and establishes stable long-term funding; and
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2. That staff review the letters received and consult with from the suburban Business
Improvement Districts in development of the program.”

Hanita Koblents, Principal Planner for Design Services and Crysta Cumming, Manager of Engineering
Design responded to questions of clarification from the Standing Committee. Koblents spoke to the
history and role of land use bylaws in developing the municipal streetscaping policy and projects as well
as the role of the suburban Business Improvement Districts in streetscaping.

MOTION PUT AND PASSED.

8. CONSIDERATION OF DEFERRED BUSINESS
8.1 Transom Drive Park Plan

The following was before the Standing Committee:
e Staff report dated April 7, 2026
o Staff presentation dated June 18, 2026

MOVED by Councillor St-Amand, seconded by Councillor Kent

THAT the Community Planning and Economic Development Standing Committee recommend that
Halifax Regional Council:

1. Adopt the Transom Drive Park Plan as a guiding document to guide future improvements
for Transom Drive Park; and

2. Direct the Chief Administrative Officer to consider the prioritization of the improvements
identified within the Transom Drive Park Plan within future business plans and capital
budgets.

Elizabeth Bray, Landscape Architect gave a presentation and responded to questions of clarification from
the Standing Committee.

MOTION PUT AND PASSED.
8.2 Affordable Housing Strategy Project Update

The following was before the Standing Committee:
o Staff report dated April 29, 2026
e Correspondence from Laura Brady
o Staff presentation dated June 18, 2026

MOVED by Councillor Kent, seconded by Councillor St-Amand

THAT the Community Planning and Economic Development Standing Committee forward the staff
report dated April 29, 2026 to Regional Council as an information item only.

Dave Paterson, Principal Planner, Housing Accelerator Program and Aaron Murnahan, Principal Planner,
Housing Accelerator Program gave a presentation and responded to questions of clarification from the
Standing Committee.

MOTION PUT AND PASSED.

9. NOTICES OF TABLED MATTERS — NONE
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10. CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS & DELEGATIONS
10.1 Correspondence

Correspondence was received and circulated for items: 8.2, 11 and Information ltem 3.
For a detailed list of correspondence received refer to the specific agenda item.

As set out in section 34 of Administrative Order One, Respecting the Procedures of the Council, a motion
was required to extend the time of the meeting.

MOVED by Councillor St-Amand, seconded by Councillor Deagle Gammon

THAT the Community Planning and Economic Development Standing Committee extend the time
of the meeting past 12:00 p.m.

MOTION PUT AND PASSED.

10.2 Petitions — None
10.3 Presentation — None

11. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Debbie Lloyd, Bedford expressed concerns with Halifax waterfront street vendor licensing and
unauthorized vendors and impacts to their business.

Peggy Cameron, Halifax spoke about heritage protection and the impact of demolitions on housing
affordability. Cameron spoke against the widening of Robbie Street for bus rapid transit.

12. INFORMATION ITEMS BROUGHT FORWARD — NONE

13. REPORTS
13.1 STAFF
13.1.1 Development of the Next Economic Strategy

The following was before the Standing Committee:
e Staff report dated June 12, 2026
o Staff presentation dated June 18, 2026

MOVED by Councillor Deagle Gammon, seconded by Councillor Kent

THAT the Community Planning and Economic Development Standing Committee recommend that
Halifax Regional Council:

1. Direct the Chief Administrative Officer to develop a three-year Economic Strategy (2027-
2030) in collaboration with the Halifax Partnership, in accordance with the approach set
out in the staff report dated June 12, 2026, and return to the Community Planning and
Economic Development Standing Committee with a proposed strategy; and

2. Receive Attachment 1 — Halifax Partnership — Economic Strategy Implementation Update
(2022-2027, as an update on Halifax Partnership actions under People. Planet. Prosperity.
Halifax’s Inclusive Economic Strategy 2022-27, in accordance with the HRM-Halifax
Partnership services agreement.

Wendy Luther, President & CEO, Halifax Partnership and lan Munroe, Chief Economist, Halifax
Partnership gave a presentation and responded to questions of clarification from the Standing Committee.



These minutes are considered draft and will require
approval by the CPED Standing Committee at

a future meeting.

MOTION PUT AND PASSED.

14. MOTIONS - NONE

15. IN CAMERA (IN PRIVATE) — NONE

16. ADDED ITEMS — NONE

17. NOTICES OF MOTION — NONE

18. DATE OF NEXT MEETING — August 13, 2026
19. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 12:12 p.m.

CPED Standing Committee
Draft Minutes
June 18, 2026

Simon Ross-Siegel
Legislative Assistant



