Item 10.3.1

From: Gordon Hammond

To: Ross Siegel, Simon

Subject: Re: [External Email] [External Email] Request from Chair, Lake Charlotte Area Heritage Society
Date: Friday, May 8, 2026 3:57:54 PM

Hi Simon,

See outline below. The presentation is primarily information conveyance. However, an
outcome whereby the committee agrees that an Atlantic Coast Arboretum is a really good idea
would be beneficial.

Thanks,

Gordon

The Atlantic Coast Arboretum — Who? What? Why? Where? When?
How?

Who: The Lake Charlotte Area Heritage Society’s main, founding objective, is to: “research,
acquire, conserve, interpret, exhibit and publicize for the purpose of study, understanding and
enjoyment, the material evidence of the human and natural history of the Lake Charlotte Area
on a self-sustaining basis.”

What: The society is proposing to research, design and build an Atlantic Coast Arboretum.
The word arboretum originates from the Latin arbor, meaning "tree," and the suffix -etum,
denoting a place where something grows. Think of it as a tree museum!

Why and Where: Hurricane Fiona downed nearly 50% of the trees at Memory Lane and
when we were trying to decide how to replant, we had this idea — why not build an arboretum
on the Memory Lane site to integrate our arboreal and cultural history? This initial concept
has now expanded to include an arboretum at Memory Lane, but to also include an
arboretum catchment area essentially encompassing all of Eastern HRM, where visitors can
explore the whole area on their own, which is 82% the size of Prince Edward Island.

When: In 2023, the Society adopted a Climate Reality Infrastructure Mitigation Project that
had five main components —to insulate and add heat pumps for heating and cooling to the
Artifact Storage Facility, Cookhouse and the Clam Factory; to add additional solar panels to
compensate for the new heat pumps; and to build the Atlantic Coast Arboretum. The first four
of these components have now been fully completed at a total cost of $405,000. In early
2024, we commenced a campaign to secure funding to build the Arboretum and we were
successful in securing a total of $160,000, from five separate sources, to carry out the
research and detailed planning. We will be ready for implementation by mid-August of this
year, with a current implementation budget of $410,000.

How: it’s really quite simple, we just have to raise $410,000 by September 1 and we can have
the Arboretum ready to open to the public in June 2027!

On May 8, 2026, at 3:44 PM, Ross Siegel, Simon <rosssis@halifax.ca> wrote:
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