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DATE:   May 17, 2019 
 
SUBJECT:  Bus Stop Theatre Cooperative Funding Request 
 
 
ORIGIN 
 
May 16, 2019 meeting of the Community Planning and Economic Development Standing Committee, Item 
No. 12.1.1. 
 
LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY 
 
Administrative Order 1, Respecting the Procedures of the Council, Schedule 3, Community Planning & 
Economic Development Standing Committee Terms of Reference, section 5 (a)(b): 
 
Oversight – Community Building Initiatives 
5. The Community Planning and Economic Development Standing Committee shall oversee the 
Municipality’s Community building initiatives in the areas of arts, culture, recreation and heritage and related 
facilities strategies by: 
(a) promoting and enabling an inclusive range of arts, culture, recreation and heritage opportunities in the 
municipalities; 
(b) promoting and enabling access to arts, cultural, recreation and heritage facilities that 
support the Municipality’s Community Outcome areas. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Community Planning & Economic Development Standing Committee recommends that Halifax 
Regional Council:  
1. Decline the request for provision of a one-time contribution of $500,000 from the 2019/2020 operating 
budget to The Bus Stop Theatre Cooperative;  
2. Direct the Chief Administrative Officer to engage in discussions with the Bus Stop Theatre Company 
about a request for future funding as outlined in their business plan; and,  
3. Pending the outcome of the discussions, direct the Chief Administrative Officer to return to the 
Community Planning and Economic Development Standing Committee with any subsequent 
recommendation prior to the budget deliberations for the next 2-year budget cycle (2021/2022 and 
2022/2023). 



Bus Stop Theatre Cooperative Funding Request 
Council Report - 2 - May 21, 2019  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
A staff report dated May 8, 2019 pertaining to a funding request from the Bus Stop Theatre Cooperative 
was before the Community Planning and Economic Development Standing Committee for consideration at 
its meeting held on May 16, 2019. 
 
For further information, please refer to the attached staff report dated May 8, 2019. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Community Planning and Economic Development Standing Committee reviewed the May 8, 2019 staff 
report at its meeting held on May 16, 2019 and forwarded the recommendation to Halifax Regional Council 
as outlined in this report.  
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
As outlined in the attached staff report dated May 8, 2019. 
 
RISK CONSIDERATION 
 
As outlined in the attached staff report dated May 8, 2019. 
 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
 
The Community Planning and Economic Development Standing Committee meetings are open to public 
attendance, a live webcast is provided of the meeting, and members of the public are invited to address the 
Committee for up to five minutes at the end of each meeting during the Public Participation portion of the 
meeting. The agenda, reports, video, and minutes of the Community Planning & Economic Development 
Standing Committee are posted on Halifax.ca. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Not applicable.  
 
ALTERNATIVES 
 
The Community Planning and Economic Development Standing Committee did not discuss alternative 
recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1. Staff report dated May 8, 2019 
 
 
 
A copy of this report can be obtained online at halifax.ca or by contacting the Office of the Municipal Clerk at 
902.490.4210. 
 
Report Prepared by: Liam MacSween, Legislative Assistant, 902.490.6521. 
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Attachment 1



During BSTC’s presentation, it was stated 

’s presentation is included as s further informed by the Cooperative’s 

intended Cooperative’s approach to

building’s 

BSTC’s 



“to develop, present and promote original Canadian theatre”. The business model of the 

BSTC

“parking lot” category for further review. 

•
•

•

•



BSTC

is 
a ‘Creative Hub’ that 

cultural hub and arts incubator. The term “arts incubator” refers 



it is
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